
More than two dozen high school players who are committed to major Division I programs, including 
several that are on the radar of professional scouts, are among the rising stars who will be showcased in 
the 13th Autism Awareness Baseball Challenge. 
The three-day event will be conducted April 23-25 with 20 games played at North Brunswick’s Community 
Park. 
Approximately one third of the participants in the 40-team field project among the Top 25 teams in New 
Jersey for the upcoming season. 
The NJSIAA will allow pitchers and catchers to begin working out under the guidance of their high school 
coaches March 26. Official team practices will commence April 1 in preparation of the 2021 campaign, 
which will run April 19 through June 20.  
The coronavirus pandemic wiped out the entire 2020 high school baseball season, including last year’s 
Autism Awareness Baseball Challenge, which had previously been contested for 12 straight years. 
Many high school-age players were fortunate to compete last July in the Last Dance World Series, a 
summer event that featured more than 220 teams. A team comprised of players from Cranford won 
the tournament. 
This year’s Autism Awareness Baseball Challenge will feature perennial powers Don Bosco Prep, 
Jackson Memorial, Delbarton, Millburn, Red Bank Catholic, St. Joseph of Metuchen, Governor Livingston, 
Cranford and other top programs. 
The event will showcase more than 600 players. Shane Panzini, a 6-foot-3 righthanded pitcher from Red 
Bank Catholic, who is committed to the University of Virginia and who projects to be selected in the 2021 
MLB First-Year Player Draft, headlines the top prospects. 
A list of many major Division I commits who are expected to play in the Autism Awareness Baseball 
Challenge, as well as a complete schedule of games, can be found at the conclusion of this article. 
Admission is free to all 20 games. A ceremonial first pitch — thrown by a special needs child or someone 
who works with special needs children — will take place before each contest. 
The event, sponsored by the Teamwork Unlimited Foundation, an Edison-based nonprofit whose mission 
is to help those in need, is designed to heighten awareness about autism. 
Mike Garlatti, a former Highland Park star and Rutgers University assistant coach who is now the 
Northeast Scouting Director for the Colorado Rockies, founded the Autism Awareness Baseball 
Challenge. 
The event, which has grown exponentially since its inception, began in 2008 as a grassroots effort with 
Garlatti, who has a son on the autism spectrum, and a couple of volunteers walking up to spectators at 
games to deliver pamphlets containing information about the nation’s fastest growing developmental 
disorder. 
Should New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy allow spectators to attend outdoor sporting events in April, 
volunteers will continue to educate fans, setting up a table between Community Park’s adjacent fields that 
will display information about autism. 
Autism is a lifelong neurological disorder that impairs a person's ability to communicate and relate to 
others. It's broad spectrum of characteristics range from severe detached and isolated behavior to 
extreme verbal and hypersensitive behavior. 
According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the identified prevalence of autism 
spectrum disorders nationally has increased from 1 in 110 to 1 in 68 since Garlatti began the baseball 
challenge event more than a decade ago. One in 45 children in New Jersey – 62 percent of whom are 
boys – are on the autism spectrum. 
This year’s participating teams include 16 from the Greater Middlesex Conference. At least two of those 
programs are coached by mentors who have children on the autism spectrum. 
The baseball challenge also serves as a fundraiser for the Teamwork Unlimited Foundation. Tax-
deductible donations will be accepted at the gate during the event for the nonprofit (ways in which 
Teamwork Unlimited has served the community are detailed below). 
The inaugural challenge featured eight teams, all from Middlesex County. This year’s event includes 
teams from as far north as Sussex County and as far south as Atlantic County. 
Unlike the event’s inception, when players wore specially designed Autism Awareness T-shirts only 
during pregame, players for the sixth year will wear more elaborate Autism Awareness jerseys with 
numbers on the back during games. 



All challenge participants will be encouraged to wear their Autism Awareness jerseys to class in the days 
leading up to the event – should their respective schools be open for in-person instruction – to stimulate 
conversation and heighten awareness among peers. 
The showcase is held during Autism Awareness month. 

Schedule 

Following is a schedule of Autism Awareness Baseball Challenge games to be contested at North 
Brunswick's Community Park. 
April 23 
St. Thomas Aquinas vs. Spotswood, 4 p.m. 
Middlesex vs. Carteret, 4 p.m. 
Millburn vs. South Plainfield, 7 p.m. 
St Joseph of Metuchen vs. Somerville, 7 p.m. 
April 24 
South Brunswick vs. Cranford, 10 a.m. 
Governor Livingston vs. J.P. Stevens, 10 a.m. 
Metuchen vs. Bernards, 1 p.m. 
Vorhees vs. West Morris, 1 p.m. 
Red Bank Catholic vs. Delbarton, 4 p.m. 
Ridge vs. Mendham, 4 p.m. 
Jackson Memorial vs. Randolph, 7 p.m. 
Scotch Plains-Fanwood vs. Ramapo, 7 p.m. 
April 25 
Rahway vs. South Amboy, 10 a.m. 
South River vs. East Brunswick Tech, 10 a.m. 
Edison vs. Barnegat, 1 p.m. 
Livingston vs. Mount Olive, 1 p.m. 
Holy Spirit vs. Pope John XXIII, 4 p.m. 
Don Bosco vs. Old Bridge, 4 p.m. 
North Brunswick vs. Hillsborough, 7 p.m. 
Sayreville vs. Elizabeth, 7 p.m. 

Division I Commitments 

The alphabetical list below includes many of the top players who are expected to compete in the Autism 
Awareness Baseball Challenge. 
Mike Bello, Pope John, OF, Auburn, Sr. 
Matthew Carey, Delbarton, RHP, Dartmouth, Sr. 
Trevor Cohen, OF, Holy Spirit, Rutgers, Jr. 
Zach Crotchfelt, LHP, Jackson Memorial, Auburn, Jr. 
Caden Dana, RHP, Don Bosco, Kentucky, Jr. 
Conor Dreyer, INF, Delbarton, Boston College, Jr. 
Steven Echavarria, RHP, Millburn, Oregon, So. 
Mark Gialluisi, C, St Joseph of Metuchen, Boston College, So. 
David Hagaman, Holy Spirit, RHP, West Virginia, Sr. 
Justin Herbstman, LHP, Old Bridge, Virginia Tech, So. 
Kevin Jaxel, RHP, Don Bosco, Virginia, Jr. 
Ryan Jaros, 3B, Cranford, Georgia Tech, So. 
Zach Konstanovsky, RHP, North Brunswick, Rutgers, So. 
JT Kroner, Colonia, LHP, Rutgers, Jr. 
JP Kurczik, C, Don Bosco, Fairfield, Jr. 
Nick Locurto, 2B Don Bosco, Virginia Tech, So. 



Matt Miceli, Somerville, SS, Stony Brook, Sr. 
Griffin Mills, SS, Delbarton, Stanford, So. 
Andre Modugno, 3B, Don Bosco, Duke, Fr. 
Shane Panzini, Red Bank Catholic, RHP, Virginia, Sr. 
Matt Potok, Jackson Memorial, RHP, Coastal Carolina, Sr. 
Matt Rowe, Metuchen, RHP, Rutgers, Sr. 
Eric Schroeder, Delbarton, RHP, Boston College, Sr. 
Jayden Shertel, Holy Spirit, LHP, UMBC, Sr. 
Richie Sica, Ramapo, OF, Rider, Sr. 
Shane Solari, Holy Spirit, OF, Villanova, Sr. 
Donovan Zsak, St. Joseph of Metuchen, RHP, Virginia, Jr. 

Serving the community 

In addition to sponsoring and running the Autism Awareness Baseball Challenge, the Teamwork 
Unlimited Foundation has made a profound impact on the community in the following ways. 

 Donated to The Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation, which is dedicated to curing spinal 
cord injury by funding innovative research and improving the quality of life for people living with 
paralysis (the contribution was in honor of Mike Nichols, the former Monroe High School ice 
hockey star who delivered the keynote address at an Autism Awareness Baseball Challenge 
reception). 

 Donated to Camp Fatima, a New Jersey nonprofit providing free weeklong sleepover camp 
experiences for children and adults with disabilities. 

 Donated to former Woodbridge High School baseball player Ben Lepisto – a recently graduated 
senior – who four years ago fought a winning battle with a large malignant brain tumor. 

 Provided playground benches for the Sayreville-based Center for Lifelong Learning, which 
provides academic programs for students age 3 to 21 with autism and multiple disabilities. 

 Contributed to the Wounded Warrior Project, a charitable veterans service organization that 
provides a variety of programs, services and events for wounded military veterans. 

 Donated to Special Olympics New Jersey, whose mission is to provide year-round sports training 
and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type events for children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities. 

 Donated to the family of Julie Hildebrand, a 5-year-old girl from Colonia who is winning a battle 
with a rare form of pediatric brain cancer. 

 Partnered with The Marisa Tufaro Foundation to provide medical alert bracelets to children with 
autism and pediatric patients with chronic illness who receive outstanding care from Children’s 
Specialized Hospital, which annually serves more than 34,000 children statewide. 

 Enabled Autism Awareness Baseball Challenge players and coaches to teach the game through 
Buddy Ball of Edison, a nonprofit organization that offers children with special needs an 
opportunity to play sports in a fun and safe environment. 

 Sponsored year-end parties for unified sports teams in Somerville and sponsored T-shirts for 
Somerville Middle School’s “Be a Buddy” program. 

 Donated to the family of Shane O’Donnell, the son of Middlesex athletics director Mike 
O’Donnell who is fighting a winning battle against high-risk neuroblastoma. 

 Partnered with The Marisa Tufaro Foundation to treat Special Olympics athletes from the 
Raritan Bay Area YMCA to a Somerset Patriots "Day at the Ballpark" game experience. 

 Donated to the Pepin family of Sayreville, whose two young children, ages 1 and 3, were 
diagnosed with a rare eye cancer. 

 


